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Born on February 3, 1939 on St. Thomas, US 
Virgin Islands to parents Alexander and 
Elvera Meyers (who preceded him in death), 
the late Judge Ishmael A. Meyers was a 
humble servant to his beloved Virgin Islands 
community.  Graduating from the Charlotte 
Amalie High School in 1956, Judge Meyers 
entered the workforce as an employee within 
the Departments of Health and Education. In 
1958, he enrolled in Morgan State University 
and received his B.S Degree, with high 
honors, in 1962.  During his collegiate years 
at Morgan State University, he was a 
member of the Student Senate, Chairman of 
the Student Loan Fund Committee, and 
Secretary for two consecutive years for the 
Beta Alpha Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. Upon graduation, he was 
awarded the John Hay Whitney Foundation 
Fellowship which enabled him to attend 
American University where he earned his 
Master of Business Administration Degree in 
1964.   

Exhibiting the fortitude of a true Virgin 
Islander, Judge Meyers returned home and 
served his community in various public 
service positions, including Coordinator of 
Housing as well as the Assistant 
Commissioner and Acting Commissioner 
with the Department of Housing and 
Community Renewal.  After serving in this 
department for more than five years, Judge 
Meyers left the territory once again to enroll 
in the National Law Center at George 
Washington University where, graduating 
with high honors, he earned his Juris Doctor 
Degree in 1972. 

Returning to the Virgin 
Islands once again, 
Judge Meyers again 
served his community 
in a variety of legal 
positions.  He began 
his tenure serving in the 
position of Legal Intern 

and later as a Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General in the Department of Law.  In April 
of 1973, due to their staff shortages and in 
collaboration with the Department of Law, he 
was assigned to the Office of the United 
States Attorney.  In August of that year, he 
was appointed to the position of Assistant 
United States Attorney; and, in 1975, the 
Office of the United States Attorney 
presented him with a Special Achievement 
Award in recognition of his outstanding 
performance as a United States Attorney. On 
January 26, 1978, Chief Judge Almeric L. 
Christian appointed him United States 
Attorney on an interim basis.  He was later 
nominated that same year by President 
Jimmy Carter to the position of United States 
Attorney for the District for the Virgin Islands 
and he was confirmed by the United States 
Senate on May 26, 1978. 

During his tenure as the US Attorney, and 
under the authority conferred upon him by 
Attorney General William French Smith, he 
established the Law Enforcement 
Coordinating Committee to improve 
coordination between federal, state and local 
law enforcement authorities. He also 
formulated and implemented plans for the 
best use of federal jurisdictions and 
resources in order to achieve the maximum 
impact on the most serious crime problems 
in the district. 
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In May 1982, Governor Juan F. Luis 
nominated US Attorney Meyers to serve as a 
judge in the then Territorial, now Superior 
Court of the Virgin Islands.  He was 
subsequently confirmed to serve a six-year 
term by the Legislature of the Virgin Islands 
and sworn into office on July 23, 1982.  
Judge Meyers was re-nominated for two 
additional terms by Governor Alexander A. 
Farrelly in 1988 and 1994; and, again in 2000 
by Governor Charles Wesley Turnbull. 
Although he retired from the bench in 2002, 
Judge Meyers was tapped from time to time 
to serve as a Senior Sitting Judge and 
assigned to various cases in that role.   

During Judge Meyers’ 
tenure within the legal 
community, he was 
instrumental in 
mentoring and shaping 
the minds of a 
significant number of 
young and 

impressionable 
attorneys who assisted 

him in providing sound legal remedies to the 
many and varied persons who appeared 
before him.  Many of those Law Clerks are 
now serving the Virgin Islands community as 
public or private sector attorneys, Assistant 
District Attorneys, mediators and judicial 
officers.   

Judge Meyers’ contributions within the legal 
community fostered many accolades and 
recognitions for his achievements as well as 
membership and association in various 
organizations including:  Who’s Who Among 
Students in American Colleges and 
Universities (1961 and 1962);  Special 
Achievement Award from Morgan State 
Alumni Association (1984) in recognition of 
his Special Accomplishment of leadership 
and service as a jurist in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands; and, he was also the recipient of the 
Kupferman Award in Recognition of the Wise 
and Meaningful Citation of a Biblical 
Passage in a Judicial Decision (1996).   

Judge Meyers was admitted to practice 
before the District Court of the Virgin Islands; 
the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Third Circuit, the District of Columbia Court 
of Appeals and the Supreme Court of the 
United States.  Additionally, he was a 
member of the Virgin Islands Bar 
Association, the District of Columbia Bar 
Association, the American Bar Association, 
National Bar Association and the American 
Trial Judges Association.  He was also a 
graduate of the National Judicial College and 
the American Academy of Judicial 
Education. 

Not only did he render service in the legal 
arena in the Virgin Islands, but Judge Meyers 
also served his community as a member of 
various boards and organizations.  In 
addition to his being a member of the 
Memorial Moravian Church, he also served 
within a number of their ministries and on a 
variety of their committees, including: the 
Moravian Men’s Fellowship and Ushers’ 
Board; the Memorial Restoration Committee; 
the Moravian School Board and Board of 
Stewards. He served on the Board of 
Trustees of the VI Montessori School and as 
a partner of Friends of Volunteers in public 
schools.  Judge Meyers was also a lifetime 
member of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Inc. and the Alpha Kappa Mu National Honor 
Society. 

Judge Meyers passing on Saturday, 
November 16, 2019 has left a void in the 
legal and judicial community.  He leaves to 
mourn his passing his wife Dr. Gwendolyn 
Pate Meyers and their three children, 
Ishmael, Jr. Esquire (Micol Morgan Meyers, 
Esquire), Micheline and Michael and their 
families.  

The community is invited to attend the 
memorial service that will be held for Judge 
Ishmael A. Meyers at the Memorial Moravian 
Church on Norre Gade on Wednesday, 
December 4, 2019.  Tributes will begin at 
9:30 AM and the service will follow at 10:30 
AM.  May his soul Rest in Peace. 


